August 9, 2021
The Board of Ellis County Commissioners met in regular session at 5:00 pm Monday, August 9, 2021, in
the Commission Chambers, at the Administration Center, 718 Main Street, Hays, Kansas. Chair Robert
“Butch” Schlyer called the meeting to order. Commissioners present: Chair Robert “Butch” Schlyer,
Commissioner Neal Younger and Commissioner Dean F. Haselhorst. Also present were County
Administrator Darin Myers, County Counselor Bill Jeter and County Clerk Bobbi L. Dreiling. The meeting
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
ORDER OF BUSINESS
Add the Grant Agreement for the NW Business Corridor project at the end of the agenda.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
There will be no executive sessions.
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES
Chair Schlyer asked for any changes to the draft minutes of August 2, 2021. No changes were given; the
draft minutes were approved as presented.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motion:
Haselhorst
Second
Younger
To approve the Consent Agenda items A-G as presented, including the following:
Payment Voucher Claims
Freedom Claims Management insurance dated August 5, 2021 for $26,057.87
Bond payment to State Treasurer dated August 9, 2021 for $1,158,900.00
Disposition:
Motion was carried by a voice vote of three to zero
ISSUES FROM PERSONS NOT ON THE ORDER OF BUSINESS
No persons not on the order of business.
MONTHY FINANCIAL REPORT
No issues with the reports.
HIGH PLAINS MENTAL HEALTH UPDATE (HPMH)
High Plains Mental Health Director Walt Hill gave an updated report to the Commission on the
activities of HPMH. He thanked the Commission for inviting him back, and for the continued support
from the County. They have received a 4-million-dollar grant. This is seed money to add 15 positions.
After that there is a new Medicaid reimbursement system that is based on cost-based that will help to
sustain those positions. The Commissioners all thanked him for coming and giving them an update.
DISPATCH CENTER WATER DAMAGE
County Administrator Darin Myers updated the Commission on the dispatch water damage that
occurred on August 2, 2021. An installation technician was soldering wires on a new HVAC unit and the
torch got too close to a sprinkler head, causing it to activate and spray water throughout the room.
Damage was done to equipment owned by the County, City of Hays and Nex-Tech. Numerous hours
were spent by Nex-Tech and Ellis County and City of Hays IT staff making repairs over the past week.
Replacement equipment is still being ordered, but it is estimated to have caused about $80,000 in
damages. The Nice recorder, which records phone calls from the Sherriff’s office, Hays Police
Department, 911 calls and public safety radios is estimated to cost a little over $60,000. The incident
will be filed with the insurance company, however there could be incidental expenses that may not be
covered. There will also be overtime expenses for the different departments that assisted with the
clean-up. IT Director Mike Leiker spoke to the Commissioners on the clean-up and thanked all the
people that assisted with the clean-up. Pratt County took over the dispatch calls while the phones were
being transferred to the Fire Department. He said it was primarily the network equipment and not the
servers that were affected. Myers said the sprinkler heads are now non-functional. This incident has
been filed with KCAMP and with the technician’s insurance as well. Myers was given permission to sign
a purchase order to get the equipment purchased.
2022 HEALTH INSURANCE UPDATE
County Administrator Darin Myers updated the Commissioner on the projected increase in health
insurance. The wage and benefit committee has met with FMCI and is suggesting increasing the
insurance premiums by ten percent (10%) for 2022. With this projected increase, it would allow
reserve funding levels to stay close to the 85-90% funding rate for each health plan. The financial

impact increases the general fund budget by $151,595.70, solid waste budget by $5,867, and the fire
budget by $1,430.70. The commission is all in favor of this process.
SUNDAY LIQUOR SALES AND RESOLUTION 2021-14
County Administrator Darin Myers presented to the Commission Resolution 2021-14. This is in
response to the Governor signing House Bill 2137 allowing the expansion of Sunday liquor sales from
12:00 though 8:00 pm, to 9:00 am through 8:00 pm. With this new resolution, Ellis County has the
option to revisit Ellis County Resolution 2011-18 and allow this expansion of hours.
Motion:
Younger
Second:
Haselhorst
I move to approve to approve Resolution 2021-14, allowing alcohol sales on any Sunday, except Easter,
not earlier than 9:00 am and not later than 8:00 pm.
Disposition:
Motion passed by a voice vote of three to zero.

RESOLUTION NO. R-2021-14
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ELLIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Ellis County, Kansas, by the power
vested in it by K.S.A. 41-2911 may expand the days of sale at retail of cereal malt beverage in
the original package and the sale at retail of alcoholic liquor in the original package.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF ELLIS COUNTY, KANSAS, that effective upon publication in the
official county newspaper the following shall be in force:
The Board of Ellis County Commissioners will expand the days of sale at retail of cereal
malt beverage in the original package to allow such sale within the unincorporated area of the
county on any Sunday, except Easter, not earlier than 9 a.m. and not later than 8 p.m. and expand
the days of sale at retail of alcoholic liquor in the original package, if licensing of such sale of
alcoholic liquor is authorized within the unincorporated areas of the county, to allow such sale
within the unincorporated area of the county on any Sunday, except Easter, not earlier than 9
a.m. and not later than 8 p.m. as established in the resolution pursuant to K.S.A. 41-2911.
Such resolution shall be published once, within two weeks after its adoption, in the
official county newspaper. Such resolution shall not become effective earlier than 60 days
following the date of its publication.
The resolution shall take effect, unless a sufficient petition for a referendum is filed, in
which case this resolution shall become effective upon approval by a majority of the electors
voting thereon.
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, ELLIS COUNTY,
KANSAS, this 9th day of August 2021.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
ELLIS COUNTY, KANSAS
Robert “Butch” Schlyer, Chairman
Dean Haselhorst
Neal Younger
Attest:
Bobbi Dreiling, County Clerk
GRANT AGREEMENT FOR THE NW BUSINESS CORRIDOR
County Administrator Darin Myers presented to the Commission the Grant Agreement for the NW
Business Corridor. He is asking that the commission approve the Grant Agreement.
Motion:
Schlyer
Second:
Haselhorst
I move to sign the NW Business Corridor grant agreement which is in Darin’s possession.
Disposition:
Motion passed by a voice vote of three to zero.
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
No report.
COUNTY COMMISSION REPORT

Younger reported he attended the City meeting last Thursday and attended the Northwest Kansas
Juvenile meeting at Thirsty’s. He said the discussion was focused on a new building for Community
Corrections. Haselhorst said he will be in Topeka next Tuesday for a retirement party for Norm Bauers.
He will also be attending the KAC board meeting on Wednesday. He then discussed his living situation
with having a home in Gorham, Kansas. He has been driving back and forth from Hays to Gorham for
the past 35 years. He said they still own the house at 1102 Canterbury in Hays, which is still his
residence. He wanted to make this clear to the public that he only stays at Gorham when he is busy
farming; same thing he’s done for 35 years, and nothing has changed. Schlyer had no report.
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business, Chair Schlyer adjourned the meeting at 5:40 pm. The next regular meeting
with be held on Monday, August 16, 2021, the Administrative Center Commission Chambers, 718 Main
Street, Hays, Kansas at 5:00 pm.
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