
May 9, 2016

The Board of Ellis County Commissioners met in regular session at 5:07 p.m., Monday, May 9,

2016, in the Commission Chambers in the Administration Center, 718 Main Street, Hays, Kansas.

The meeting opened with everyone standing and saying the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners present:  Chair Dean F. Haselhorst, Commissioner Barbara K. Wasinger and 

Commissioner Martha L. McClelland.

It was noted that a quorum was present.

Also present were County Counselor Bill Jeter, County Administrator Phillip Smith-Hanes, and 

County Clerk Donna J. Maskus.

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES

Chair Haselhorst asked for any updates to the draft minutes of April 18 and May 2, 2016.  With 

no changes given, Chair Haselhorst stated that the April 18 and May 2, 2016 minutes were approved as 

submitted.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

No changes were noted to the Order of Business.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion:               McClelland                                                                                    Second:               Wasinger

To approve the Consent Agenda A-F, as presented, including the following:

Change of Employee Status

Kyle Bartling, Community Corrections, address change, effective April 18, 2016.

Chance Bulmer, Community Corrections, resignation, effective April 30, 2016.

Disposition:                       Motion carried by a voice vote of three to zero.

ISSUES FROM PERSONS NOT ON THE ORDER OF BUSINESS

No comments were given on issues not on the Order of Business.

EXTENSION UPDATE BY HORTICULTURAL AGENT HOLLY DICKMAN

Horticultural Agent Dickman reported that it has been a busy growing season with a lot of 

questions already.  Commissioners complimented Dickman on her media coverage which has made a 

great partnership in reaching community members about extension information and services.  Agent 

Dickman stated that she is looking forward as she starts a new horticultural program with Nex-Tech.

Agent Dickman stated that her Master Gardeners have been a very active group in sharing 

horticultural information at events in the community.  Agent Dickman reported that her Master 



Gardener volunteers have been busy with the garden and flower demonstration plots as they gather 

growing information for Kansas State University.

Agent Dickman complimented Jean Gleichsner, a nineteen year Master Gardener volunteer, as 

she will be leaving the community.  Gleischsner has been a very active volunteer in the extension 

program.  She is very pleased to have 27 other volunteers that are involved with the Master Gardeners 

Extension Program. 

THE CITIES OF ELLIS AND VICTORIA REQUEST OF 2016 STREET REHABILIATION PROJECTS, COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATOR PHILLIP SMITH-HANES

Ellis City Mayor Dave McDaniel stated that they have appreciated the past cooperation in 

working with Ellis County on their street projects, and hope that they may continue with their 2016 

street rehabilitation projects.  Ellis City asked for assistance with a chip and seal street project which 

they will pay for the oil.  They are asking for manpower and machinery from the County.

County Administrator Smith-Hanes stated that Public Works Interim Director Curt Hoffman has 

had conversations with Victoria City Council on street projects they would like to work with Ellis County.

Commissioners gave direction to County Administrator Smith-Hanes and Public Works Interim 

Director Curt Hoffman to work with the cities of Ellis and Victoria on their street projects.

SALES TAX REVENUE UPDATE, TREASURER ANN PFEIFER

Treasurer Ann Pfeifer reported that the sales tax revenues are down by ten percent (10%) from 

the two year projections.  Therefore, Treasurer Pfeifer asked that no dollars be spent from the sales tax 

Fund 129.  Permission was granted for Pfeifer to transfer $140,000 from the capital improvement fund 

number 006 to Fund 129 sales tax so the bond payment may be paid before the due date; when the 

sales tax revenues are received in July those dollars will be reimbursed to the borrowed capital 

improvement fund number 006.  This is a timing issue for the dollars to be available for the upcoming 

bond payment.  Treasurer Pfeifer stated that she may be back in 2018 if the sales tax revenues stay 

short.

APRIL 2016 FINANCIAL REPORT

No questions were asked on the April 2016 Financial Report.

ACKNOWLEDGE COMPLETION OF COURTHOUSE/LAW ENFORCEMENT BUILDING PROJECT

Chair Haselhorst as project manager signed the acknowledgment on completion of owner punch

list for the Ellis County Courthouse and Law Enforcement Center Building Project with MW Builders.

COUNTY COUNSELOR REPORT

County Counselor Bill Jeter did not have a report at this time.

COUNTY ADMINSITRATOR REPORT – COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR PHILLIP SMITH-HANES



County Administrator Phillip Smith-Hanes stated that the open position on the Hays Area 

Planning Commission requires that individual to live within the three-mile zone to serve in this position.  

Commissioners were asked to consider if they know of someone to serve on the Hays Area Planning 

Commission.

The Commission has been asked to join a joint meeting with the Barton County Commission to 

discuss possibly forming an Extension District with Barton and Ellis Counties.  This meeting is scheduled 

for June 6, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. at the Barton County Courthouse, Great Bend, Kansas.

COMMISSION REPORTS

Chair Haselhorst and Commissioner McClelland reported on the Commissioner’s State 

Conference which they had attended in Manhattan.  The new tax lid bill had been discussed at the 

conference.

Adams, Brown, Beran and Ball Auditor Melissa Romme shared information on the new tax lid bill

at the conference.  Also, Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Director Kerry McCue led one of the table 

discussions on services offered through EMS.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

No executive session was called.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, Chair Haselhorst adjourned the meeting at 5:37 p.m.

The next regular scheduled Commission Meeting will be held on Monday, May 16, 2016, Ellis 

County Administrative Center, 718 Main Street, Hays, Kansas, after the Public Building Commission 

Meeting, Monday, May 16, 2016 at 5:00 p.m., held at the same location.
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